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Embracing Our New Parish 

R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is for persons who have 
been Baptized but have no af-
filiation with any church, who 
were never Baptized, were Bap-
tized as Catholics but were not 
fully initiated through the Sacra-
ments of Confirmation and Holy 
Communion, or for Catholics 
who want a better understand-

ing of our faith.   
The RCIA program will meet on Thursday evenings 
(beginning on September 18th) from 7PM-8:30PM 
at the South Campus (formerly SEAS).           

  
If you or someone you know is interested in  
inquiring about the Catholic faith, maybe even con-
sidering membership in the Catholic Church, then 
we invite you to join us as we  
begin our new season of the R.I.C.A. classes. 
For more information please call Deacon 
John Gallagher at (215) 245-7897, Bob 
Gutherman at (215) 788-5410, or Fr. Richard Rudy 
at (215) 816-9994. 

23rd Sunday in                                                  
Ordinary Time 
September 7, 2014 

 
                                                            

5:00 PM   Veronica Mc Intyre 
  Req. by:  Schroeder & France                                                                        
7:30 AM  For the People 
    
9:30 AM Dr. Victor Gregory  
  Reg. by:  Family             
  Rosemary Kellet                                    
  Reg. by:  Family  
                                                                    
11:30 AM  James Barner First Anniversary 
  Req. by:  Family 
  Dot Koles   
  Req. by:  Magnificent 7 + 3 

Monday 9/1  
6:30 AM                                                  
8:30 AM  Francis & Dorothy Fishburn
    Req. by:  Friends
  
Tuesday 9/2  
6:30 AM 
8:30 AM     
       :                 
Wednesday 9/3  
6:30 AM        
8:30 AM                                                            
       
Thursday 9/4  
6:30  AM                                                                       
8:30  AM    
        
 

Friday 9/5 
6:30 AM               
8:30 AM  Joan Carmody 
   Req. by:  Tom  
 
Saturday 9/6 
6:30 AM  Cora Andreas  
    Req. by:  Jet Jabla                                                                   
8:30 AM   Joseph Delmore 
       Reg. by:  C & B Jackson  

22nd Sunday in                                                  
Ordinary Time 

August 31, 2014 
 
 

 
5:00 PM  Johanna Crosby                      
    Req. by  James P. Foley, Jr.  
                      Raymond Mongillo, Sr.                        
  Req. By Dot & Joe Cochran                                                        
7:30 AM  
    
9:30 AM  For the People                              
                       
11:30 AM   Eugene Flanagan   
   Req. by:  Mary Jane Shipkowski

PRO LIFE Raffle     September 27, 2014             $25.00 each           

These tickets will be available at the church doors beginning 

this weekend.  1st prize  -     $5000.00                                                       

           2nd prize  -  $1000.00                                                               

For more information please contact                                                    

   Sandra Eble at (215) 801-2368                           
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Your Shepherd’s Thoughts    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                                                      

  for the                                                    

NEW St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Breakfast 

 
September 14, 2014 at  8AM through 11AM will be our 

first breakfast.  Volunteers are 

needed for this once a month fea-

ture of the new St. Thomas Aqui-

nas Parish.  Anyone interested in 

helping with this is asked to call 

Rich Brown at 215 785-6132.  

 

 Sunday Scriptures, September 7th 
Reading I:    Ezekiel    33:7-9                                                                    
Reading II:   Romans  13:8-10 
Gospel:        Matthew  18:15-20 

 
 Lectors  

Sept.  6     5PM   J. Brogan & R. Fallon 
Sept.  7     7:30AM   J. Berna & J. Jackson 
Sept.  7    11:30AM   M. McGovern & J. Kochvelli 

 
Extraordinary Minister 

Sept. 6      5PM    C. Ryan &  T. Litz 
Sept. 7      7:30AM    J. Shirley &  J. Wrightson 
Sept. 7    11:30AM A Scheck &  R. Andrews 

 
Altar Servers’ Schedule 

Sept. 6       5:00PM     
Sept. 7        7:30AM     
Sept. 7 11:30AM        

 Offertory Collection,    
August 24, 2014 

  Collection by Mass 
8/23  5:30PM  $2013.00   
8/24  7:30AM  $1925.00 
8/24  9:30AM  $1598.00 
8/24 11:30AM  $2426.00 
TOTAL for Weekend of August  23/24  
   $7962.00      

Comparison of Sunday Offering,  
August  25, 2013 

   Total                                           $ 5046.00 

Have you ever wondered about the white posts 

near the Rectory at our North Campus? 

   These 14 posts once held each of the Stations of 

the Cross, procured by the Knights of Columbus 

Council # 4765 as a donation from Msgr. Duncan.  

Originally from the original St. Charles Borromeo 

Church, they were used for this devotion until a few 

months ago, as they were removed due to irreparable 

deterioration. Eventually, these posts will hold new 

Stations of the Cross. 

     As Summer is virtually over, I am feeling excited 

about the beginning of more parish activities.  In 

combining the various activities of the former St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton and St. Thomas Aquinas Par-

ishes, our new Parish has MUCH to offer, and I 

strongly encourage your coming together to form 

strong bonds with fellow parishioners who strongly 

encourage your parishioners, who will come to be 

bonded.  The opening Mass for our Parish is sched-

uled for Saturday, September 13 at 5:00PM.  You are 

all encouraged to come as we formally celebrate our 

faith community at the Lord’s Table, and to enjoy 

refreshments and fellowship in the Parish Hall fol-

lowing Mass.  Sunday, September 14 marks new be-

ginnings, too!      

     PREP  begins on September 14  with the 9:30AM 

Mass followed by classes from 10:30AM –11:50AM.  

Many thanks to our DRE, Jacob Marquart, OSF for 

his hard work in co-ordinating PREP for our new Par-

ish.  May thanks too, to you parents, first teachers, 

for teaching the Catholic faith to your children,  and 

to our dedicated catechists, who selflessly help the 

children to know our faith.  “Breakfast Sunday” be-

gins anew on September 14.  While a tradition of the 

former St. Thomas Aquinas Parish for at least 11 

years, our new parish will offer breakfast “All You 

Can Eat” at $5.00 per adult, $2.00 per child over 5 

years of age, on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 

September to May, 8AM through 11AM  The site will 

rotate between our North and South Campuses be-

ginning with the North Campus.  I thank newcomers 

to help in cooking and cleaning and cleaning up.  Take 

advantage of another “bonding” opportunity. 

Peace. 

Father Mike       
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PREP Registration                                                 
(Parish Religious Education                

Program) 
PREP provides spiritual, moral and 
sacramental catechesis and forma-
tion to our non-parochial grammar 
school children.  
  
PREP classes will be held in the 
classrooms of Seton Hall at the 

Worship Site (the former St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, 1200 
Park Avenue, Bensalem) on Sunday mornings from September 
14, 2014 through May 24, 2015.  The program will start with the 
children attending and participating in the 9:30 A.M.  Mass at the 
Worship Site and them immediately following the Mass the children 
will be escorted to their classrooms.  Classroom time will run from 
10:30 A.M. to 11:50 A.M. 
  
Registration for PREP will take place in the back of the Church 
following all of the Masses on the weekends of August 23-24 and 
August 30-31. There will be a Late Registration Night held on 
Tuesday Evening, September 2nd from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in 
the PREP Office located on the second floor of the St. Thomas  
Aquinas School Building (Croydon). 
  
Please note that those students returning to PREP from previous 
years also need to register again this year.  New students who were 
not baptized at St. Thomas Aquinas or St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will 
need a Baptismal Certificate from the parish where they were bap-
tized at the time of PREP registration. 
  
For more information or questions, please contact: 

 :                                                                                                                          
Jacob A. Marquart, III, O.F.S., Director of Religious Education                 

at (215) 788-2989. 

Jacob has been a life-long member of St. Bartholomew Church in                       
Philadelphia.  He has been an active member volunteering in parish life for 
many years and is currently an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, a   
Bereavement Minister and a member of the Liturgy Committee, Parish  
Pastoral Council and Parish Finance Council, just to name a few.                                                                                               
After spending 20 years working in the healthcare industry, Jacob discerned 
another calling in his life.  In 2010, he left the healthcare industry and began 
employment with the Archdiocese  of Philadelphia.  He worked  for three 
years at Saint Joachim Church in Philadelphia as the Parish Services            
Director until it was closed and merged in June 2013.  For the past year, 
Jacob was employed at the newly merged Saint John Cantius Church in 
Philadelphia as the Parish Service Director, Business Manager and Director 
of Religious Education.                                                                                                          
In May 2012, Jacob became a graduate of the Church Ministry Institute at 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary as a Lay Ecclesial Minister.  He has                          
continued his theological studies at the seminary in the Graduate School of 
Theology in the Vatican Theology program and will graduate in May 2015.                
As a professed member of the Secular Franciscan Order, Brothers and 
Sisters of Penance, Jacob strives to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ by following the example St. Francis of Assisi who made Christ the 
inspiration and center of his life with God and people.                                           
It is Jacob’s goal to provide ample opportunities for the youth of the new St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish to encounter Christ through fellowship with each 
other, in prayers and through serving others. 

Remember in your prayers. 
  
  

OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY. 
  

Many  of our parishioners have family members 
serving in dangerous assignments around the 

world, and  for those returning veterans..may they 
have a loving and peaceful transition to civilian life.                                                       

Please keep them in your prayers.                    
  

 FOR ALL FIRST RESPONDERS 
 

 Firemen and women, police, and EMTs, 
please pray for their safety and their families, 

who give so generously of themselves 
 

 For the sick and homebound of our parish 
 Especially, Arlene Davis, Jack Gallagher,  

John Rocco. 
 

For all those who have died, and for all 
those who have gone before us and have 
no one left to pray for them.  Please re-

member them all in your prayers. 
  

ATTENTION:  ALL  ALTAR  SERVERS 
 

       There will be a short meeting for ALL those 

who were altar servers  -  are altar servers  -  and 

all those who want to be altar servers on Tuesday, 

September 9th at 7:00PM in the Chapel at St. Tho-

mas Aquinas—North Campus.  A special appeal 

goes out to any Senior Adult, especially those who 

may be retired – who have free time in the morn-

ings.  Adult altar servers are needed to assist at fu-

nerals which are usually in the morning hours.  All 

servers will be trained to serve at God’s altar, to 

assist the Priest/Deacon at Sunday  Mass and any 

special liturgies.  Please consider being generous 

with your time and talents, using them to help build 

our new faith community.  Remember, no matter 

how generous YOU are with your gifts  -  God will 

not be out done in His generosity to us.  Gods bless 

and reward YOU! 
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30–31.  PREP registration continues at                             

 St. Thomas Church in the vestibule  

 after all Masses and at the Worship 

 Site in Seton Hall after the 9:30AM 

 Mass. 

Parish  Calendar 

1. Labor Day 2014  Parish Offices will be closed.  In 

 case of emergency you may always call the 

 rectory. 

2.  Late Registration Night from 5PM to 8PM in the 

 PREP office located on the second floor of the 

St. Thomas Aquinas School Building (Croydon) 

3.  Market Day Orders are due for those without 

 internet. 

8.  Eucharistic Adoration in the Daily Mass Chapel 

 beginning at 9AM through 7PM 

 Final Market Day orders due. 

13.  Market Day Pick up in the Parish Meeting Hall 

 at 12PM to 1PM                                                        

 Opening Mass for the New Parish  with a                           

 Social following in the Church Hall 

14.  PREP begins with the 9:30AM Mass at the             

 Worship Site,  class begins immediately after. 

 First NEW St. Thomas Aquinas Church            

 Breakfast  

15.   Eucharistic Adoration in the Daily Mass Chapel 

 beginning at 9AM through 7PM.       

MARKET DAY 
Market Day resumes with a September 13 

Pick-up date.  Internet orders must be in 

by 11PM, CST Monday, September 8th.  

If you don’t have Internet access, return  

your order sheets to the office by Thurs-

day September 4th.  If you haven’t tried 

Market Day look for a brochure at any 

door of the Church.  

Thank you to all volunteers and 

those who place orders!   

BCHIP Adult Clinic 

If you are 18 years of age or older and are with-

out health insurance, we may be able to assist 

you.  BCHIP (Bucks County Health Improve-

ment Partnership) Adult Clinic is a free Medical 

Clinic in Bensalem serving Bucks County resi-

dents who meet our qualifications.  If you do not 

have any health insurance and would like to 

speak with our social worker to see if you qual-

ify please call:  (215)633-8397 ext. 3  

                                                                                                     

Concerning                                                              

Parish Membership and Envelopes  
 

 In recent weeks, much confusion (and, at 

times, harsh phone calls, including expletives de-

leted, to our Secretary and Parish Office volun-

teers) has arisen.  Simply put, when parishes merge, 

the data bases are merged, so to continue envelope 

mailings after the founding of the new parish.  

 While many have registered at St. Charles                           

Borromeo and St. Ephrem, which is their want, our 

parish staff has not been informed who is no longer 

on the census from the former St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Parish.  Wisely, our Secretary will ask that 

lists of new parishioners at St. Charles and St. 

Ephrem from the former St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Parish be forwarded to her, that she may delete 

them from the newly merged data bases.  A little 

information goes a long way.  A lack of courtesy 

and charity are neither helpful nor warranted. 

 

         St. Thomas Aquinas Parish will host a Com-

munity Picnic at the North Campus next Saturday, 

September 6, from 1:00-3:00 PM.  Free hot dogs, 

chips, and soda will be provided, along with helpful 

resources for the local community.   
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  Separated/Divorced Support Group 
 

This ministry began  in January, 2013.  During the 

first year, we sponsored a very successful Tribunal 

Information Night with a guest speaker.  Many peo-

ple have benefitted from this ministry by attending 

a meeting or making a phone call.  We offer emo-

tional and spiritual support, provide information 

and resources and follow-up guidance.  Our key 

message is to convey that our separated and di-

vorced are welcome members in the Catholic 

Church. 

We meet every month and our meetings are adver-

tised in the Parish bulletin.  We hope to see you 

there!  
                                                                                   

Meets on the third  Wednesday of the month   
at 7PM in Father Crehan Hall. Open forum:  

Experiencing grief from separation or  
Divorce? Attend our next support group.                

Questions call Peg Duffy at (215) 788-1947. 

Creative Parenting Classes 

  

A special hour for moms and tots ages 16 

months through three years.  Children 

enjoy interactive playtime, songs, stories, 

themed crafts, exercise, parachute play 

and bells.  Spend quality time with your 

child.  Meet other parents and learn some 

All are Welcome! 

Jesus is present on the Altar in the STA chapel 

every Monday from 9:00 AM  -  

7:00PM.  He is calling each one of us 

to spend some time with Him.  Unfor-

tunately, He is spending many hours 

alone. 

We are looking to create a schedule 

of one-half hour intervals (or longer) 

with at least one committed visitor to 

spend time with Jesus, so He will not 

be alone.  It is understood that life 

happens and no one can make every 

week. 

Can you sign up to be with Jesus for a half-hour (or 

more)?  If so, call Ro Fallon at (215) 781-1174 to 

discuss your availability.  Also, call any time you 

may need a substitute.   

THANK YOU! 

Holy Ghost Preparatory School is looking for 

host families who are interested in provid-

ing a loving and nurturing home to interna-

tional students during the 2014-2015 school 

year.  For information contact Sarah,  In-

ternational Student Co-ordinator at                   

Edu-Link at (201)845-9322  or                                     

E-mail:  sarah@theedulink.com.  

St.  Thomas Aquinas is hosting a Blood Drive on 

Monday, September 29th.  

Keep this date in mind.  Although it’s early days 

remember...your blood could make the difference 

between life and death.  There will be more infor-

mation as we approach the date.   

World Marriage Encounter 

 
Couples no longer celebrate their wedding anniver-
sary once a year.  Since the Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend, they celebrate every day!  
You can celebrate  every day of your marriage, 

too!  The Worldwide Marriage Encounter                  
Weekends are Oct. 3-5, 2014 in Elverson, PA and 
Nov 21-23, 2014 in Doylestown, PA.  Early regis-

tration is recommended.  For more information visit 
our website at  www.wwme-philly.org or contact 

Al & Mary Liz Heumann at:                                                   
Applications@wwme-philly.org or  ( 610) 449-1859. 

Please Note 
There is a correction  to the “Your Shepherd’s 

Thoughts’ in this week’s bulletin concerning the So-
cial after the 5:00PM Opening Mass on September 
13th.  This will take place in the Church Hall not  in 
the Fr. Crehan Hall.  We are  sorry for any misunder-
standing.  


